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Introduction
 The beginning of 2021 saw the second year of the COVID-19 pandemic with the highly transmissible Omicron 

variant causing another unprecedented surge in cases and community lockdowns nationwide. Adding to this 

persisting burden to the Filipino people was the onslaught of super typhoon Rai (local name Odette) on December 

17, the strongest to hit the country since typhoon Haiyan in 2013. Ravaging the Visayas island and regions of 

Northern Mindanao, CARAGA and MIMAROPA, it left a total of 407 individuals dead, and at least 1,140,118 families 

affected, as recorded by the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). Among those 

which were badly hit was the province of Bohol, a long-time ECPAT Philippines project area, where many of its 

assisted children and youth reside.

The effects of disasters to disadvantaged children and their families heighten their vulnerability to different 

forms of abuse and exploitation. The lack of access to primary needs like food, clothing, medicine, shelter and 

livelihood can make them easy preys to predators, including traffickers. To help reduce this vulnerability, ECPAT 

Philippines urgently shifted its priority to helping provide victim-survivors with their immediate needs – while 

continuing to work on empowering young people and key stakeholders through information-education campaigns 

and advocating for stronger child protection programs and mechanisms in both national and local levels.



Stakeholders supported and engaged

964 typhoon-stricken families provided with immediate needs such as food, 
clothing, blankets, and shelter materials.

45 child-survivors of sexual exploitation provided with specialized services for 

healing, recovery and reintegration;  87 given psychosocial support through 

recreational activities; 137 children living in highly at-risk areas supported with 

financial assistance for their education.

3,735 children educated about child rights and how to protect themselves from 

sexual exploitation; 17 youth organizations engaged to participate in advocacy 

campaigns against sexual exploitation.

3,364 community leaders and members, volunteers and parents educated 
about child rights, child protection laws, and ways to protect children from sexual 
exploitation.

139 community leaders trained to create safe environments for children and how 
to appropriately handle cases of child sexual exploitation in communities.
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205 church leadersand members in 4 faith-based organizations educated on 
child rights and the importance of establishing child protection measures within their 
organizations.

419 government officials trained to strengthen responses to cases of sexual 
exploitation of children in accordance with international standards and child 
protection laws.

28 key meetings with governments led to 12 legislations, agreements and policies 
on child protection approved.

24 reports of child sexual abuse cases received, 13 validated by law 
enforcement, and 16 referred to key government agencies for case management 
and victim support.

182 members of the private sector trained to respond to cases of child sexual 
exploitation that may happen in their businesses.

32,770 internet users reached by 9 online awareness raising campaigns on 
children’s protection against sexual exploitation.
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Supporting typhoon-stricken families in Bohol
Typhoon Odette (international name Rai) hit the island province of Bohol on December 17, 2021, leaving a 

number of casualties and families without food and dwellings. Twenty-seven percent (27%) of the total number of 
deaths and 30% of the total number of displaced fa milies nationwide were recorded to be from the island. Potable 
water, electricity, and communications were disrupted for nearly a month.

As one of the most popular tourist destinations in the country, cases of sexual exploitation of children have 
long-been recorded in Bohol. The number of documented incidences particularly rose in 2013, when the province 
was hit by a 7.2 magnitude earthquake, which displaced hundreds of thousands of people, including children.

Having been assisted by ECPAT Philippines for over 8 years since the quake aftermath, significant milestones 
have been accomplished when it comes to child protection in the destination. A provincial ordinance on children’s 
protection in travel and tourism was enacted in 2017 and thousands of tourism stakeholders in the public and 
private sectors were capacitated to incorporate child protection policy in their operations. A group of young 
volunteers from different towns were also capacitated to be advocates of child rights in their communities, while 
a number of child victims have been supported with legal, financial, psychosocial, and shelter services for their 
healing and reintegration.

To help ensure that these efforts are upheld and children’s vulnerability to exploitation are minimized in the 
midst of the recent typhoon devastation, it was crucial that ECPAT address the immediate needs of children and 
families in its assisted communities.

On December 18, just a day after the typhoon hit, ECPAT’s team on the ground immediately conducted 
assessment and started providing stricken families with cooked meals, clothing, blankets, and shelter materials. 
The relief operations which took place in the highly-affected municipalities of Panglao, Tubigon, Clarin, Mabini, 
Getafe and Bien Unido lasted until January 2022, with a total of 964 families assisted.
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In photos: Devastation of houses and buildings in different parts of 
Bohol after the onslaught of typhoon Odette on Dec. 17, 2021.

The last activity for this phase of relief operations was held on January 22, 2022. 
Fun games for children were facilitated as part of the psychosocial activity in the 

communities of San Isidro and Abad Santos in Mabini town.

ECPAT team on the ground preparing relief items amidst power outage that lasted for nearly a month.
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Empowering Children and Youth
Recognizing the importance of empowering young people to initiate conversations about their protection rights, ECPAT 
Philippines has provided children and youth advocates avenues where they can gather their fellow young people and discuss 
how they can better protect themselves and each other from the increasingly vicious threat of sexual exploitation in the 
digital age. 

The Department of Justice reported a tripling in cases of online sexual abuse and exploitation in the Philippines since the 
pandemic hit in 2020, and the number has kept increasing each year. It is crucial more than ever before for children to know 
their rights, be informed on how to recognize situations that might lead to exploitation and access help when threatened or 
victimized.

To strategically engage more children, the ECPAT Youth and Children Advocates (EYCA), a group of over 200 young people 
trained to be champions of children’s protection rights, organized events during key occasions for children in 2021. These 
events reached a total of over 34,500 children and adults online and in partner communities.

Safer Internet Day
The ECPAT Youth and Children Advocates (EYCA) observed the 18th 
edition of Safer Internet Day on February 7, 2021 at Verjandel Hotel in 
Quezon City. With the theme “Together for a better internet”, the day 
called upon all stakeholders to take action in making the internet a 
safer and better place for all, and especially for children and young 
people. 

Gracing the event in-person and online were 74 Sangguniang Kabataan 
leaders (elected youth council leaders) in the local governments 
of Quezon City, Pampanga, Laguna, Bohol, and Boracay. With 
representation from different genders, the attendees participated 
in breakout sessions that tackled their own unique experiences in 
using the internet and what they think they can do to better protect 
themselves and their communities from online predators.

In photo: EYCA together with 74 youth council leaders 
celebrate Safer Internet Day 2021 in Quezon City.
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Women’s Month
EYCA joined the call to advance women’s rights, gender equality and end discrimination of women and all genders on March 13-14, 
2021 through an online activity. With this year’s theme “We Make Change Work for Women”, the celebration highlighted women as 
active contributors to and claimholders of development. Topics on Gender and Rights, and Protection from Gender-Based Violence 
were discussed to 25 online attendees comprising of male, female and LGBTQI participants from Boracay, Pampanga, Quezon City, 
and Laguna.

World Day Against Trafficking in Persons
Putting utmost importance to voices of children and victim-survivors 
of sexual exploitation, EYCA on July 30, 2021 commemorated this 
year’s World Day Against Trafficking in Persons by organizing 
an online activity where children were engaged to creatively 
express their views about the issue of their protection from sexual 
exploitation.

Activities like poster-making contest, dance challenge, spoken 
poetry, and puppet-show headlined the celebration. A total of 79 
young people attended via Zoom, while over 2000 more people were 
reached via Facebook livestream.

In photos: Nine (9) EYCA members also participated in DKA Austria’s online campaign dubbed as #StopChildLabor
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International Day of the Girl
A UNICEF literature review states that “there is a large gap in women and girls’ digital adoption and use compared to men and 
boys”. While roughly 46% of boys use the internet on their phones, only 27% of girls are able to do so. This digital divide hinders 
disadvantaged girls and women from accessing positive opportunities online, including employment, as most jobs worldwide require 
some form of digital use.

For this year’s celebration of International Day of the Girl, the ECPAT Children and Youth Advocates (EYCA) joined the call to bridge the 
digital divide and empower girls to meaningfully participate in today’s diverse digital pathways geared towards the realization of their 
full potential.

To raise awareness and create conversations surrounding this issue, EYCA produced a series of videos which ranged from girls’ 
testimonies on being stereotyped online and offline and their actual struggles during the pandemic, to a dance film which creatively 
interpreted these perspectives. A total of over 11,000 Facebook views and over 700 comments were generated by this initiative.

In photos: A dance film produced by EYCA in celebration of International Day of the Girl 2021.
Watch video: https://www.facebook.com/eycaPhil/videos/246359557513845
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National Children’s Month
From significantly increased screen time of young people due to shift to online classes – to loss of family income and livelihoods, the 
pandemic has inevitably heightened children’s vulnerability to online sexual abuse and exploitation. Online predators have taken 
advantage of this situation to prey on unsuspecting children especially in developing countries like the Philippines.

To raise awareness on this issue, EYCA on November 30, 2021 centered its Children’s Month online celebration in educating children in 
vulnerable communities about their right to be protected in the digital space. A webinar with the theme New Normal, Walang Iwanan: 
Karapatan ng Bawat Bata AtingTutukan (No one left behind in the New Normal: Prioritize Children’s Rights) virtually gathered 80 
children from highly at-risk areas to sensitize them about child rights, recognizing potential dangers in social media, ways to not fall 
prey to abusers, and where to report cases.

EYCA in Bohol also produced an easy-to-digest informational video on United Nations on the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC), which was shared with partner schools in the province and published on EYCA’s Facebook page.
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Children’s participation in consultations
Listening to children’s views on issues that affect them is crucial in better protecting them from abuse and exploitation. To ensure 
that children’s actual experiences and recommendations are used as basis for creating policies and programs for their well-being, 
ECPAT Philippines empowers young people, based on their evolving capacities, to actively input in consultations initiated by the 
government and civil society organizations. This year, ECPAT facilitated the participation of over 20 children and youth advocates in 
a 2-part consultation on the development of the National Plan of Action for Children, and a series of focused group discussions on 
Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, and Gender Expression (SOGIE), which was organized by the Civil Society Coalition on the Rights 
of the Child (CSC-CRC), a network of watchdogs that monitors the implementation of the UNCRC in the Philippines.

Training youth leaders to educate and respond
Among ECPAT Philippines’ flagship programs is the mobilization and training of young people who would like to be advocates of 
child rights in their communities. This year, a series of capacity building activities for new members of the ECPAT Children and Youth 
Advocates and other partner youth organizations was conducted to empower more young leaders to plan and execute campaigns that 
would spread awareness on children’s protection from sexual exploitation.

In photo: EYCA conducts learning sessions for 
leaders of the Philippine Network of Churches 
(PNC) and youth leaders on March 7, April 6 
and April 21.
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Likewise, current members of EYCA are continuously given trainings that would further hone their capacity as advocates. Based 
on ECPAT’s experience on the ground, child victims tend to be more comfortable in opening up to peers rather than adults. Hence, 
to encourage more victims to seek help, ECPAT trained 30 youth leaders to be online peer responders for reports of online sexual 
abuse and exploitation. In the 3-day online training facilitated by ECPAT social workers on June 17, 18 and 21, the participants were 
capacitated about their roles and responsibilities as responders. They were also trained how to communicate with children in a 
sensitive, respectful and approachable manner; how to relay potential cases to authorities and case managers; and how to handle 
stress and take care of their own well-being as well.

In photo: Thirty young advocates attend the 3-day online training on how to be OSEC peer responders.
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Supporting survivors of child sexual exploitation
ECPAT Philippines assisted 45 children-survivors of different forms of sexual exploitation in 2021. Thirty-four (34) were 
supported under its community-based healing and recovery program while eleven (11) who either needed to be removed 
from their homes or have no families they can go to were welcomed at the ECPAT Home, a comfortable temporary shelter 
located in Quezon City. As part of ECPAT’s holistic approach to healing, recovery and reintegration, the children, based on 
their unique needs, were given educational, legal, psychosocial, health, and livelihood assistance. Meaningful activities that 
would help the children reach their full potential are also regularly conducted at the ECPAT Home.

In photos: A yoga session facilitated 
by a volunteer teacher is given to 
the girls at the ECPAT Home every 
Friday. Techniques such as breathing 
exercises and calming poses that 
help them feel centered and focused 
are patiently taught to them by a 
professional

In photos: TUGON Ateneo, 
a group of college 

volunteers from Ateneo 
de Manila University has 
been a long-tme partner 
of ECPAT Philippines in 
providing psychosocial 

and informative activities 
for the girls at the ECPAT 

Home. 
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Educating community members and other stakeholders
Creating safe and protective environments for children can only be achieved if community leaders and members are 
educated about their duty to respect child rights and child protection laws. This year, ECPAT Philippines conducted 
online and offline awareness raising sessions for parents, teachers, young people, members of faith-based and civil 
society organizations, personnel of Barangay Councils for the Protection of Children (BCPC), Violence Against Women and 
Children’sdesks, andSangguniang Kabataan. These sessions were held across Quezon City, Pampanga, Laguna, and Bohol.
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Capacitating stakeholders to strengthen mechanisms and 
responses on child protection

Duty bearers’ lack of awareness and capacity to implement the law and follow child protection protocols are among the 
drivers of sexual exploitation of children. This year, ECPAT Philippines organized trainings for law enforcers, members of local 
child protection councils, and private organizations who would like to incorporate child rights in their programming. These 
trainings were designed to improve investigation and responses to cases of sexual exploitation of children online and offline.

In a continuing partnership with the Department of Tourism to protect children from Sexual Exploitation of Children in 
Travel and Tourism (SECTT), six (6) online trainings were conducted for a total of two hundred seventy-eight (278) tourism 
frontliners from the National Capital Region, Cordillera Region, and Regions 3, 4A, and 8. In these webinars, emphasis is 
given to the fact that online and offline exploitation may happen in tourism establishments, hence, tourism professionals 
would need to know how to respond in accordance with the law.

The Bohol Provincial Women and Children Protection Center (WCPC) of the Philippine National Police in partnership with ECPAT 
Philippines conducted a training for law enforcement officers on July 15, 2021. Held in the Bohol PNP Provincial Multipurpose 
Hall, Tagbilaran City, the training was participated by twenty-seven (27) WCPC Assistant Officers from the 27 municipalities of 
Bohol. Topics discussed during the training included the prevalence of OSAEC, its impact on the children amidst the pandemic, 

and child protection laws related to the issue.
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Advocating for stronger legislation and programs
ECPAT Philippines in 2021 participated in national and local committee hearings on the enactment of bills that aim to 
strengthen existing laws on child protection against sexual exploitation in the country. ECPAT actively shared inputs 
on improving reporting mechanisms which were adopted in the Special Protection against Online Sexual Abuse and 
Exploitation of Children (OSAEC) bill, a legislation that has been approved in second reading by the Senate. Other national 
bills in which ECPAT have shared inputs were: increasing the age of statutory rape from 12 to 16 years old; consolidated bill 
on sexual exploitation; and amending the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act.

Meanwhile, in the local level, ECPAT successfully lobbied for the enactment of two (2) city ordinances: a SECTT ordinance 
in San Fernando City, Pampanga, and an Anti-Trafficking in Persons ordinance in Quezon City. It also formulated an               
Anti-Trafficking Plan of Action that was approved for implementation by the Provincial Council of Laguna.
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Participating in CSO discussions on the implementation of 
the UNCRC

This year, ECPAT Philippines spoke on international and national civil society organization forums that aimed to discuss how 
duty-bearers and stakeholders can strengthen the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC) in the midst of emerging risks brought about by the pandemic and the ever-evolving nature of technology and 
the internet.

Among the forums in which ECPAT Philippines shared its on-the-ground experiences, best practices and recommendations 
were ECPAT International’s side event to the UN Forum on Responsible Business and Human Rights; ECPAT and The Code’s 
webinar on Child Protection as part of sustainable and responsible travel and tourism recovery; and ECPAT Korea’s global 
symposium on online grooming. ECPAT Philippines also participated in the development and implementation of the risk 
analysis template which would help a tourism business measure its risk of having incidences of SEC within its premises.

Meanwhile, on the national level, ECPAT Philippines as a long-time member of the Civil Society Coalition on the Convention 
of the Rights of the Child, served as a resource speaker at the Learning Session on Keeping Children Safe Online organized 
by the coalition on June 4, 2021. ECPAT Philippines presented to its fellow members the latest NGO Alternative Report 
recommendations and the General Comment on Children’s Rights in relation to the Digital Environment. It also introduced 
its key programs on online child protection which are the INHOPE Internet Hotline and the Community-based healing and 
recovery program (CBHR) for survivors of online sexual exploitation of children.
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Development Partners
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